4.8              GERMANY'S REVOLUTION OF DESTRUCTION
is always more effective, because it is more violent. The
immoral course also gives the illusion of strength and daring
in persons who are merely underhand by choice. It is a
fundamental principle of National Socialist tactics to strike
fear by deliberate and pronounced incivility and violence, and
by making a show of readiness to go to any length, where
the same purpose could be achieved without difficulty by
milder means. But National Socialism is never single-mindedly
hi pursuit of anything; it always has the additional aim of
further shaking the existing order with every success it gains.
Its robust methods are deliberately calculated. And most of
the roughness of manners and habits and of the barbaric style
of government aims at producing the illusion of an elemental
strength which the system does not in reality possess, an illusion
for which there is no need where a certain reserve of strength
is always in hand.
This preference for violence as the typical revolutionary
method is not inconsistent with the crafty and very successful
appeal of National Socialism to lower middle-class self-
righteousness. Its violent character is only superficially incon-
sistent with its practice of posing always as the champion of
justice, denouncing wrongs that cry aloud to heaven. Every-
thing it does is represented as done simply in the defence
of a sacred right and a moral mission. It could beat its breast,
for instance, over the detention camp in which National
Socialists were placed in Austria, as though there were no
atrocities in the German concentration camps, and could
denounce the intention it alleged of falsifying the Austrian
plebiscite with an assumption of supreme unconsciousness of
its own terrorist methods. Every lie it adorns with a show
of virtue. Always National Socialism is defending a right,
always pursuing honour and faith. Moral indignation comes
next after brutality in the National Socialist armoury of
effective propaganda. It takes the place of reasoned argument.